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WELCOME

TAMBAPANNI ACADEMIC PUBLISHERS (TAP) specializes 
in the humanities and social sciences, covering the complete 
publication spectrum from monographs to edited volumes.

TAP publishes original and pioneering works relevant 
to Sri Lanka and South Asia, ranging from history to 
anthropology to architecture. TAP publications are for 
the global, regional and Sri Lankan reader and we are 
committed to the highest editorial standards. While academic 
in nature, many books on our list are also of interest to a  
general readership. TAP supports a niche program of translations 
of key works into Sinhala, and in the future we plan to do this 
into Tamil as well.

TAP has a dual mandate in keeping with its location in the global 
South: it is deeply committed to answering the need of readers 
in Sri Lanka for scholarly works of excellence at an affordable 
price, and it is dedicated to hands-on working with talented new 
authors, providing them with a gateway to global recognition.

TAP IMPRINTS
TAP ESSENTIALS offer authors the opportunity to publish short, 
incisive and original research on issues that are important for 
society and interdisciplinary in nature.

TAMBAPANNI TALES speaks to the reader in all of us—children, 
young adults, and adults alike. We publish beautifully designed 
works of narrative non-fiction and fiction that tell engaging 
stories, powered by fresh ideas and inspiring perspectives.
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MAKING A CANON
Ananda K. Coomaraswamy, Sri Lanka, 
and the Place of Buddhist Art

Janice Leoshko

This book explores Ananda Coomara 
swamy’s journey from scientist to cultural 
scholar, aiming to recover the Buddhist 
thread in the formation of his scholarly 
perspective and his efforts to promote South 
Asian art. The period examined spans the 
years of his mineralogical posting (1903– 
6) and extends to his initial years in the 
United States. It is clear that an important 
component of his early experience was his 

immersion in a living Buddhist culture in Sri Lanka, something he could not 
easily have encountered elsewhere.

ISBN : 978-624-5529-16-2  SLRS. : 4,750  PAGES : 295  FORMAT : PB - 2025

RAGE AND HEARTBREAK
The Poetry of Lakdasa Wikkramasinha

Edt: Vihanga Perera and 
 George Braine

Lakdasa Wikkramasinha (1941-1978) has 

been acknowledged as one of the finest Sri 

Lankan poets writing in English. In a period 

spanning only thirteen years before his 

untimely death, Wikkramasinha published 

six collections of his English poems (and 

two collections of Sinhala poems as well).

Rage and Heartbreak fulfills the pressing 

need for a collection of critical writings on Wikkramasinha’s poetry. 

ISBN : 978-624-5529-17-9  SLRS. : 3,000  PAGES : 168  FORMAT : PB - 2025
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METALLIC MODERN
 Everyday Machines in Colonial  

Sri Lanka

Nira Wickramasinghe

Everyday life in the Crown colony of 
Ceylon (Sri Lanka) was characterized by a 
direct encounter of people with modernity 
through the consumption and use of 
foreign machines – in particular, the Singer 
sewing machine, but also the gramophone, 
tramway, bicycle and varieties of industrial 
equipment. The ‘metallic modern’ of 
the 19th and early 20th century Ceylon 
encompassed multiple worlds of belonging 
and imagination; and enabled diverse 

conceptions of time to coexist through encounters with Siam, the United 
States and Japan as well as a new conception of urban space in Colombo. 

ISBN : 978-624-5529-14-8  SLRS. : 3,750  PAGES : 191  FORMAT : PB - 2025

isxy, .eyeksh" ixialD;sh

iy iïm%odhh

iudc ft;sydisl wOHhkhla

cdkls chj¾Ok

fuu lD;sfha m%Odk ;¾lh jkafka j¾;udk Y%S 

,xldfõ isxy, ia;%shf.a Ôú;h yev .eiaùfï 

,d buy;a n,meula we;s lrk —isxy, fn!oaO˜ 

ia;%sh hk wkkH;dj ckm%sh úYajdihg wkqj 

wjqreÿ 2500 la mer‚ ixialD;shl m%;sm,hla 

fkdj" ,xldfõ 19 jk ishjfiys w. Nd.fha 

iy úisfjks ishjfiys uq, Nd.fha ì%;dkH 

hg;a úð;lrKh iy thg tfrysj ke.=kq 

cd;sljdofhys m%;sm,hla jQ ia;%S mqreI iudc 

Ndù ks¾ñ;hka ksid f.dvkef.kakla h hkakhs'

ISBN : 978-624-5529-19-3  SLRS. : 3,000  PAGES : 326  FORMAT : PB - 2025
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A MODEST ARSENAL
Gunpowder Weapons in Sri Lanka  
1500 - 1820

Channa Wickremesekera

This book explores the adoption and use 
of firearms and artillery by Sri Lankans, 
the impact of these weapons on warfare 
and their incorporation into the military 
organisation in the island. Using a 
wide range of sources, it delves into the 
technological, economic and political 
conditions and considerations that 
influenced these processes. 

ISBN : 978-624-5529-13-1  SLRS. : 3,500  PAGES : 195  FORMAT : PB - 2025

E-ISBN : 978-6245529186   AVAILABLE ON : 

CRUCIBLE OF CONFLICT
Tamil and Muslim Society on the East 
Coast of Sri Lanka

Dennis B. Mcgilvray

This book is an anthropological study 
that explores Muslim and Tamil social 
formations in eastern Sri Lanka. Maggilvry 
particularly focuses on matrilineal family 
structure, popular religious traditions, and 
ethnic conflict that marked Sri Lankan 
politics after the late 1970s. It is the first full-
and up to now among the few mainstream 
ethnographic studies on the easter areas of 
Sri Lanka. The book is based on long-term 

fieldwork conducted over three decades and augmented by Tamil and Dutch 
historical sources. 

ISBN : 978-624-5529-12-4  SLRS. : 4,000  PAGES : 426  FORMAT : PB - 2024
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LAWMAKING IN DUTCH 
SRI LANKA

 Navigating Pluralities in a  
Colonial Society 

Nadeera Rupesinghe

Lawmaking in Dutch Sri Lanka marks 
a break in understanding the history 
of Roman Dutch Law in Sri Lanka.
Methodologically it challenges the socio-
legal studies that concentrate on major 
jurisdictional conflicts alone, emphasizing 
the lived experience of everyday practices 
of judicial forums.

ISBN : 978-624-5529-11-7  SLRS. : 5,000  PAGES : 301  FORMAT : PB - 2024

Out of Stock  Print on demand – Available

WEAPONS OF PERSUASION
The Global Wanderings of  
Six Kandyan Objects

Alicia Schrikker and  
Doreen van den Boogaart

This book informs a broad readership on 
what the objects tell us about history, 
but also raises questions about how we 
relate to the past at present. And it reflects 
on what may happen to these, and other 
objects with similar histories, in the future. 
Weapons of persuasion is a collective 
project and includes reports from the 
provenance researchers, interviews with 

museum directors, as well as essays from historians and practitioners in the 
field of history and heritage.

ISBN : 978-624-5529-10-0  SLRS. : 5,000  PAGES : 245  FORMAT : PB - 2023

Out of Stock  Print on demand – Available
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BUDDHISM IN SINHALESE 
SOCIETY, 1750-1900
A study of Religious Revival and 
Change

Kitsiri Malalgoda

This book is the most comprehensive and 

authoritative book on the complex changes 

and ruptures that took place within 

institutional Buddhism at the height of 

western colonial expansion in Sri Lanka. 

The author provides a vivid and clear 

account of the emergence of the internal 

divisions within the Sangha and the birth 

of new fraternities that have now become a part of contemporary Buddhism’s 

institutional personality.

ISBN : 978-624-5529-09-4  SLRS. : 3,500  PAGES : 300  FORMAT : PB - 2023

ISLANDED
Britain, Sri Lanka and the Bounds of an 
Indian Colony

Sujit Sivasundaram

How did the modern nation of Sri Lanka 

come to be? In search of an answer to this 

question, ISLANDED returns us to the late-

eighteenth and early-nineteenth centuries 

and to the advance of the British on the 

Kingdom of Kandy, which saw the fall 

of the last foothold of kingly rule on the 

island. 

 

ISBN : 978-624-5529-08-7  SLRS. : 5,000  PAGES : 369  FORMAT : PB - 2023

Out of Stock  Print on demand – Available
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TEA AND SOLIDARITY
 Tamil Women and Work in Post-war 

Sri Lanka 

Mythri Jegathesan

The author draws attention to the political 
significance of gender in investment and 
placemaking, particularly in Sri Lanka, 
but also more generally in South Asia as 
well. This detailed ethnography sheds 
considerable light on an otherwise invisible 
minority whose labour and collective 
heritage of dispossession as ‘coolies’ in 
colonial Ceylon are central to Sri Lanka’s 
recognition, economic growth and history 

as a post-colonial nation.

ISBN : 978-624-5529-07-0  SLRS. : 5,000  PAGES : 261  FORMAT : PB - 2023

Out of Stock  Print on demand – Available

isf,dakfhka Y%S ,xldjg
 hg;aúð;;ajh" cd;sh iy wjldYSh 

foaYmd,kh

ksyd,a fmf¾rd

fuu lD;sh uq,ajrg Society and Space 
kñka 1998 jif¾ o tys ixialrKhla 

Decolonizing Ceylon kñka 1999 jif¾ § 

bx.%Sis niska m<úh'  fï lD;sh Y%S ,xldfõ  

iudc wjldYh ft;sydislj f.dvke.S 

we;s wdldrh .fõIKh lrhs' f,dal moaO;s 

m¾hdjf,dalhl" N+-o¾Yk w¾: ksrEmK 

l%ufõoh iy hg;a úð; jdia;= úoHdj 

yd kd.ÍlrKh ms<sn| kHdhka Wmfhda.S 

lr.ksñka ksyd,a fmf¾rd úiska hg;a 

úð;lrK iy mYapd;a hg;a úð; Y%S ,xldj f.dvke.Su foi n,kafka" fï tla 

tla ld,fha isÿjQ wjldYSh mßj¾;khka ie,ls,a,g .ksñkah'

ISBN : 978-624-5529-03-2  SLRS. : 1,850  PAGES : 337  FORMAT : PB - 2022
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NEGOTIATING POWER 
AND CONSTRUCTING 
THE NATION
Engineering in Sri Lanka

Bandura Dileepa Witharana

This book argues that engineering is 
not just an object of science, an artifact 
or a technical programme, but also a 
symbol, a worksite, a conceptual space, 
a community or even a myth. It is within 
this broader understanding that three very 
diverse engineering sites in Sri Lanka are 
used as case studies to discuss the way in 
which Sri Lankan engineering is enmeshed 

with Sinhala nationalism. 

ISBN : 978-624-5529-05-6  SLRS. : 3,500  PAGES : 242  FORMAT : PB - 2022

E-ISBN : 978-6245529155  AVAILABLE ON : 

;=áka msÍ .sh tla fudfyd;la
 c,d,a woa-Èka uqyïuoa rEñf.a  

f;dard .;a lú

iixl fmf¾rd iy bkaÿ .uf.a 
^mßj¾;kh iy ixialrKh&

fuu lD;sh 13 jeks ishjfia Ôj;a jQ c,d,a 

woa-Èka uqyïuoa rEñf.a f;dard .;a lú 150 

l isxy, mßj¾;k tl;=jls' uQ,sl jYfhka 

m¾ishdkq niska ldjHlrKfha fhÿkq rEñ 

j¾;udkh jk úg f.da,Sh lúfhla njg 

m;a j we;' Tyqf.a lú f,dj NdId NdId 

.Kkdjlg fï jk úg mßj¾;kh ù ta 

ms<sn| f.da,Sh l;sldjla ìysù ;snqk o Tyqf.a 

lú ms<sn| mq¨‍,a ixialD;sl ixjdohla Y%S 

,xldfõ fï jk ;=re isÿ ù fkdue;' Bg m%Odk fya;=j Tyqf.a lú fyda ta ms<sn| 

f.da,Sh jYfhka m<ù we;s úpdr lsisjla isxyf,ka m,ù fkd;sîuh'

ISBN : 978-624-5529-06-3  SLRS. : 1,300  PAGES :   FORMAT : PB - 2022
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ASSEMBLING ETHNICITIES 
IN NEOLIBERAL TIMES

 Ethnographic Fictions and  
Sri Lanka’s War 

Nimanthi Perera Rajasingham

This book argues that the bloody war 
fought between the Sri Lankan state and 
the separatist Tamil Tigers from 1983 to 
2009 should be understood as structured 
and animated by the forces of global 
capitalism. Using Aihwa Ong’s theorization 
of neoliberalism as a mobile technology 
and assemblage, this book explores 
how contemporary globalization has 

exacerbated forces of nationalism and racism.

ISBN : 978-624-5529-04-9  SLRS. : 5,000  PAGES : 248 FORMAT : PB - 2022

Out of Stock  Print on demand – Available

BANISHMENT AND 
BELONGING

 Exile and Diaspora in Sarandib,  
Lanka and Ceylon 

Ronit Ricci

Lanka, Ceylon, Sarandib: merely three 

disparate names for a single island? 

Perhaps. Yet the three diverge in the 

historical echoes, literary cultures, maps 

and memories they evoke. Names that have 

intersected and overlapped – in a treatise, a 

poem, a document – only to go their own 

ways. But despite different trajectories, all 

three are tied to narratives of banishment and exile.

ISBN : 978-624-5529-02-5  SLRS. : 5,000  PAGES : 283 FORMAT : PB - 2021

Out of Stock  Print on demand – Available
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SLAVE IN A PALANQUIN
 Colonial Servitude and Resistance in  

Sri Lanka 

Nira Wickramasinghe

For hundreds of years, the island of Sri 

Lanka was a crucial stopover for people 

and goods in the Indian Ocean. For the 

Dutch East India Company, it was also a 

crossroads in the Indian Ocean slave trade. 

Slavery was present in multiple forms in 

Sri Lanka—then Ceylon—when the British 

conquered the island in the late eighteenth 

century and began to gradually abolish slavery. 

ISBN : 978-624-5629-01-8  SLRS. : 5,000  PAGES : 299 FORMAT : PB - 2021

Out of Stock  Print on demand – Available

IMAGINING MODERNITY
The Architecture of  
Valentine Gunasekara

Anoma Pieris

This book is a detailed study of the 

architecture of Valentine Gunasekara 

(1931-2017). It provides an innovative lens 

to understand the formation of a Ceylonese 

middle-class, which was inspired by the 

post-independence desire for modernity. 

Their experiments, values and dynamic 

social history are the framework for this 

research. 

E-ISBN : 978-6245529001  SLRS. :  PAGES :  FORMAT : E-book - 2021

AVAILABLE ON : 



TAMBAPANNI ACADEMIC PUBLISHERS

GET IN TOUCH

DIRECT SALES

info@tambapannipublishers.lk
admin@tambapannipublishers.lk

sales@tambapannipublishers.lk

www.tambapannipublishers.lk

slbooks.lk
barefootceylon.com

We will try to answer all enquiries within 24 hours on business 
days and we will be happy to answer your questions.

+94 767 10 09 38


